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Sugar Plantations. 


Ws eee 4. Etore England had any Sugar Planta- 
8 Sz Y/ = tions of its own , Portugal had a- 
b = bout Four Hundred Thouſand 

7 DE" Pounds per Annum for Sugar from 
Z12, Ergland, to the great Inriching of 
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| The Poriageny having ſer High Cuſtoms upon their 


Sugars, and Jerting none Tradeat Braſil but themſelves, 


eave the Engliſh Encouragement to Adventure upon 
Planting it, who have ſo increaſed, thar they notronly Sup- 
ply Erg/and with all the Sugar it wants, whereby 40000017. 
paid Portugal formerly for Sugar 1s fayed; but great 


O 


Quanurics of Sugars have been Tranſporred to Foreign 


Markets.to the valt increaſe of theWealth otche Kingdom, 
and by conſ{cquence the value of the Lands ot England. 


| Inih: Tra le to the Engliſh Sugar Plantations , about 
2.00.01] of Engli/” Ships and 8000 Seamen are annually 
E.nploycd. 


All the Ships that go from England are Loaden with 
Manutacturcs and Provitions for the Supply of the Plan- 
rations, with Cloaths, Tools, and Utentils, and Victu- 
al , which all pay Culitomto the King outward , and on 
which many Famulics in England do fubſiſt, The 
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The Planters have at their Coſt, brought above 
100000 Negroes from Africa, whereby ſo many New 
Subjects arc added to the Crown. 


The French King taking Notice of the oreat Wealthand 
Strength the Sugar Plantations bring to the Kingdom of 
FE naland . and alſo of the difhculaes the E ngliſh Plantati- 
onsareunder, by reaſon of the Actsof Trade and Nayi- 
gation , which enjoyning all the Sugars of the Engliſh 
Plantations to be brought home to England, and there |} 
to be Landed, and pay the King a Cuſtom beforeir can | 
be Tranſported to any Forreign Markets, which is a 
great Charge, hath thought it teazible , and with grear 
Application hath fer himielt ro become Maſter of thar 
Trade ; andthe Dutch have done the ſame, and grant- 


. ing more caſe to their Planters, in producing and 
diſpoſing of their Sugars, than the Engliſh have , the Pa 
French are {o tar increaſed , that their Sugar Plantations, 
which are Martimmico, Guaceloute, Marivalant , Grenados , 
St. Chriſlophers, Kayan , and part of Hiſpaniola, do 
already find an Employment for Two hundred Sail 
of Ships, and Seamen proportionable, andare increaſing 
daily: And the Datch have already many Ships annually 
Loaden with Sugar from Surinam, which they make 


a Butineſs of Stare to Improve. 


_ [ » ll cc  —o_ Fad Pc Maca — —_—_—_— 


This Increaſe of the Sugar Trade of the French and 
Dutch , hath brought thoſe Sugars that were worth be- 
tween 5 and EC /. the Hundred Weight, when the laſt 
Bookef Rates was made, to be worth now not above 3s s. Fo 
cut of which the Planter pays 5 s. Cuſtom , and 4; per (© 
Hundredrto the King in the Plantations ; inſomuch that A 
an Eſtate that was formerly worth 2000 /. per Annum 1n | 
ene Planrations, 1s not now worth 600 /.per Annum ; and v 
if any further Impoſiton belaid , will yield little or no- ;.; 
ching , to theundoing many Thouſand Engliſh Families, 
many of wich reſide in England ; for which Reaſon the 
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1 Nations, to ſetthe Publick Taxes on Foreign Commodi- 
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(3) 
Planters intended to have Addreſs'd to this Parliament , 
for reducing the Bcok of Rates to the preſent Value of 
SU2ATrss. 


Thislow Value of the Commodity cauſes the Inhabi- 
cants ofthe Engliſh Colontes to forſake them , and remove 
to other places, wiulſt the King of France uſeth all Ima- 
oinable Induſtry to ſtrengthen and fill his Plantations ; 
(ſome of which are 1n {1ght of ours) with Inhabirants, 
having made Dz:kirk, a Free Port for his own Sugars, 


| where no Cuſtoms are paid 1n or out; by reaſon of which 
| the Markets of Flanders and Holland, &c. are furniſhed 


with French Sugars at 25. 6 d. per Hundred cheaper than 
the Engliſh can , by reaſon of the Acts of Trade and Na- 


| VIBATLION. 


This Increaſe of the Strength of the French Plantations 
and decreaſe of the English, hath made many of the Plant- 
ers conſider of with-drawing their Stocks , for fear if a 
War ſhould happen with France all would be loſt. 


The English Sugar Trade being apparently decaying 
under the preſent Impolitions upon Sugar , can by no 
means bear more and ſubſiſt; and its of great adyan- 
tageto France to have our Plantations ruined by more 
Impoſitions on their Sugars: for ſhould the French gain 
the Sugar Trade from the Ereglish , England would loſe 
the Imploy ment of 400 Sail of Ships and 8000 Seamen, 
and France would gain it, which would differ the preſent 
Ballance of Seamen 16000 , beſides the lofs of a Native 
Commodity , that hath brought ſo much Wealth to 


the Kingdom , and would alſo bethe loſs of the Trade of 
Africa for Negro s. 
It hath been ever the Practice and Policy of Trading 


ties and not thoſe of their own growth. 


In the time of che Ulurper Cromwell, when all things 
Were 


== =this Kingdom, and be the ruifi of 
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were raked into to find a Revenue to {ſupport his Uſur. 
pation, no Exciſe was put on Sugars of the growth of the 
English Plantations. 


England 1s an Iſland whoſc Wealth and Strength con- 
fiſts in Trade , which cannot be preſerved but by being 


Maſter at Sea ; and the Plantation Tra.lc 1s near one half 


of the Navigation of England, and wiiewher it be fo con- 
ven.eat tohaz:rd the loſs ot it by over-burthcning 1t,fince 
a1 lmpoliuon may be ſet on Commocitics of Foreion 
growth, that will be equiyalent, is humbly fubmurtred. 


Ana whereas {ome {ſcem to be of Opinion that an Im- 
poſition will fall upon the Buyer only , and not hurt the 
Planter, it 15 a Miſtake for the Reaſons following, 


For1it was found by Experience 1n the time of the late 
Rebellion, when there was an Exciſe 1mpoſed, the Buyer 
refuſed ro buy Commodines of the Importer, unleſs he 
would clear the Exciſe, ſo chat the Importer came gene- 
rally to pay the Exciſe as well as the Cuſtoms. And 1t 15 
well known that alfCommodiries are in Value as there is 


a greater or lefler quantity of them at the Market. If 


the Impoſition doth not leflen che quantity of Sugar 
imported , 1t cannot raiſe theprice, and then by conſe- 
quence the Impoſition muſt be bora wholly by the 
Planter. If it dothleflen the quantity of Sugar import- 
ed, it leflens the Imployment of our Shipping and Sea- 
men , and the Kings Revenue , and will conſtrain thoſe 
Planters who are forced to leave Making Sugar, to for- 
fake the Plantations , as having no Imploymer.t there; 
which will ſo weaken them of Detendants, as they will 


be in hazardto become a prey tothe French or their own | 


Neero's ; which will be a total loſs of that Trade to 
any Thoufand 
 Engplish rFarwlies, vyhoin England and the Plantations 
ſubſiſted by that Trade of making Sugar , or by fur- 
niſhing Cloaths, Tools and Utentils. 
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